GUIDE TO THE

FLIGHT
REVIEW-

For Pilots &
Instructors

JASON BLAIR

COMPREHENSIVE PREPARATION FOR ISSUING
OR TAKING A FLIGHT REVIEW INCLUDING BOTH
THE GROUND AND FLIGHT REQUIREMENTS

NINTH EDITION




GUIDE TO THE

FLIGHT
REVIEW

For Pilots &
Instructors

JASON BLAIR

NINTH EDITION

COMPLETE PREPARATION FOR ISSUING OR
TAKING A FLIGHT REVIEW INCLUDING BOTH THE
GROUND AND FLIGHT REQUIREMENTS

s RS>

88!
AVIATION SUPPLIES & ACADEMICS, INC
NEWCASTLE, WASHINGTON



Guide to the Flight Review for Pilots and Instructors
Ninth Edition
by Jason Blair

Aviation Supplies & Academics, Inc.

7005 132nd Place SE

Newecastle, Washington 98059
asa@asa2fly.com | 425-235-1500 | asa2fly.com

Copyright © 2024 Aviation Supplies & Academics, Inc.
First edition published 1994. Ninth edition published 2024. Previously published
as Guide to the Biennial Flight Review.

See the Reader Resources at asa2fly.com/oegbfr for additional information and
updates relating to this book.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior
written permission of the copyright holder. While every precaution has been
taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher and Jason Blair assume no
responsibility for damages resulting from the use of the information contained
herein.

None of the material in this book supersedes any operational documents or
procedures issued by the Federal Aviation Administration, aircraft and avionics
manufacturers, flight schools, or the operators of aircraft.

URLs appearing in this book are active at the time of publication, but site content
may have since changed, moved, or been deleted.

ASA-OEG-BFRY9
ISBN 978-1-64425-398-4

Additional formats available:
eBook EPUB ISBN 978-1-64425-399-1
eBook PDF  ISBN 978-1-64425-400-4

Printed in the United States of America
2028 2027 2026 2025 2024 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 21

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Blair, Jason, author.

Title: Guide to the flight review for pilots & instructors : complete preparation for issuing or
taking a flight review including both the ground and flight requirements / Jason Blair.

Description: Ninth edition. | Newcastle, Washington : Aviation Supplies & Academics,
Inc., 2024. | First edition published 1994 as Guide to the biennial flight review by Jackie
Spanitz.

Identifiers: LCCN 2024014565 (print) | LCCN 2024014566 (ebook) | ISBN 9781644253984
(trade paperback) | ISBN 9781644253991 (epub) | ISBN 9781644254004 (pdf)

Subjects: LCSH: United States. Federal Aviation Administration—Examinations—Study
guides. | Airplanes—Piloting—Examinations—Study guides. | LCGFT: Study guides.

Classification: LCC TL710 .B557 2024 (print) | LCC TL710 (ebook) | DDC
629.132/52076—dc23/eng/20240415

LC record available at https:/Iccn.loc.gov/2024014565

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024014566

[03]


mailto:asa%40asa2fly.com?subject=
https://www.asa2fly.com
http://asa2fly.com/oegbfr
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024014565
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024014566

Contents

ADOUL the AULNOT ....vvviiiiiee e A\

1 Introduction

What is the Flight REVIEW? ....c.cooviiviiiiiiiiieiicceeeee e 2
Flight Review Candidates ..........ccoccveviieieniieienieieeieie e 2
Requirements (14 CFR 61.56) ..cc.ooveiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e 3
Options for Completing the Flight Review ........c.cccccoeviiinincnene. 3
Conduct of the Flight ReVIEW ......cooviiiiiiiiiiceeeeeee 4
Reader RESOUICES .......oueuieuiiiieiiiiiictiseseeee e 5
2 Q&A:
Candidate Information...........c.ceceeererininineneneeeeee e 8
Instructor Information ...........ccceeeeeeiieiiiieiieic e 14
3 Ground Instruction Requirement
A. Privileges and Limitations............cceceeierieiienieienieeecee e, 20
B. Medical Qualifications and Considerations ...............cccceveenn.e 22
C. Currency Requirements............cocceeeererenienrenenieneieeeeeenennens 28
D. Aircraft Certificates and Documents...........c.ccoeeeenenieeececenenne. 30
E. Aircraft Maintenance Requirements ............cccoeceeeveveenreiennnnen. 32
Fo o Weather......ooiiiie e 38
G. Obtaining Weather Information ............cccoeevevvieieniecienieienennn. 43
H. sUAS Operations and the General Aviation Pilot ..................... 48
I. Weather Reports, Forecasts and Charts.............ccoceeveeeeiennennen. 52
J. ACTOAYNAIMICS ...oviiiiiieiieiieieeicetceee et 57
K. Weight and Balance...........cccceeeriririiineneneeeeeeeeeeee 60
L. Aircraft Performance...........coccoovenerinenenencnieiccieiececeene 62
ML NAVIZALION ..ttt 65
N. Cross-Country FIying........cccocevirieniecieniieiesieeieee e 67



. Radio Communications...........ccceceevrereereeneesieie e

Federal Aviation Regulations Part 91..........ccccooiieiiinene.
BN 1 o ot TSRS
. National Transportation Safety Board...........cccooeeeinininncnee.

AIrport OPETAtiONS ....cvecvvevieeieiieeeeiiereeteereeeesseeaesseeaesseesnens

Runway Incursion Avoidance ...........ccccoeceevieeenieiieneeeieeens
. AVIATION SECULILY ..cviiiieeiiiieiieii ettt
. Aircraft and Engine Operations ...........cocceveverienienenieieneennn.
W. System and Equipment Malfunctions ............ccceccevenenicnennnen.
X. Airplane Instruments/SYStems .........c.cccveveerueeriervenieseeriesienns
Y. Human Factors .......ccocueeviiniiiiiiiiiieeeceec e
Review: Sample Written EXErcise........covevverveviieieniieieneeiesieennens

<CH»n®mIOTO

4 Flight Instruction Requirement
Maneuvers TabIes.........c.covvverieiieieieeieeee et

Appendix 1 FAA Guidance Document: Conducting an

Effective Flight ReVIEW .....ccecvivieiiiieieciececceee
Appendix 2 Flight Review Checklist.........cccoovririnienieieieieneen
Appendix 3 Developing Personal Minimums .............cccoeeverennnen.

Appendix 4 FAA Over-the-Counter (OTC) Medications
Reference GuIde.......coooeeveuveeioiieieeeeceeeeeeeeee e

iv  Aviation Supplies & Academics



About the Author

Jason Blair is an active single- and
multi-engine instructor and an FAA
Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE)
with over 6,000 hours total time, over
3,500 hours of instruction given, and
more than 3,500 hours in aircraft as

a DPE. In his role as an Examiner,

he has issued more than 2,500 pilot
certificates. Blair has worked for

and continues to work with multiple
aviation associations with his work
focusing on pilot training and testing.
His experience as a pilot goes back over 30 years, as an instructor
spans over 20 years, and includes more than 100 makes and models

of aircraft flown. Blair has written and continues to write for multiple
aviation publications with a focus on training and safety.

In addition to ASA’s Oral Exam Guide series, Blair is also the
author of four books in ASA’s Aviator’s Field Guide series: Buying an
Airplane, Owning an Airplane, Tailwheel Flying, and Middle-Altitude
Flying.




Ground Instruction
Requirement 3




Chapter 3 Ground Instruction Requirement

There is a 1 hour requirement for ground training dictated by 14
CFR §61.56 that involves the review of the current general operat-
ing and flight rules of 14 CFR Part 91. This can be accomplished in
one of three ways: through an oral exercise, a written exercise, or a
combination of both. The FAA’s online Flight Review course (avail-
able at faasafety.gov) is an excellent way to meet the ground training
requirement.

Review: Sample Oral Exercise
A. Privileges and Limitations

1. To act as pilot-in-command or in any other capacity
as a required flight crewmember of a civil aircraft,
what documents must a pilot have in their physical
possession or readily accessible in the aircraft?

a. A pilot certificate (or special purpose pilot authorization).

b. An appropriate current medical certificate or alternate means of
compliance with medical requirements (for example, balloon,
glider, and LSA operations may be allowed while operating
under BasicMed per 14 CFR Part 68 of with a valid state-issued
driver’s license as appropriate).

c. A current and valid photo ID (such as a driver’s license,
government ID card, military ID card, or passport).

[14 CFR 61.3]

2. Can a pilot who is the holder of a recreational, private,
commercial, or ATP pilot certificate, fly an aircraft
without a current FAA medical certificate?

A pilot who has any of these certificates may not fly an aircraft
without a Third, Second, or First Class Medical Certificate. Unless
they are operating under the provision of BasicMed or unless it

is an LSA aircraft, and they are exercising the privileges of sport
pilot. A sport pilot certificate or exercising the privileges of sport
pilot does not require a pilot to have an FAA issued medical
certificate. They may operate under sport pilot restrictions In LSA
qualified aircraft as long as they are the holder of a current state-
issued driver’s license.

[14 CFR 61.23]
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Chapter 3 Ground Instruction Requirement

3. If a pilot is the holder of a sport pilot certificate or
exercising sport pilot, what privileges and limitations
must they operate within in a light-sport aircraft?
Several limitations apply when a pilot is using a driver’s license as
medical eligibility and acting as a sport pilot. They include:

a. You can share the operating expenses of a flight with a
passenger, provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport
expenses, or aircraft rental fees. You must pay at least half the
operating expenses of the flight.

b. You cannot act as pilot-in-command of an LSA:

« that is carrying a passenger or property for compensation
or hire.

« for compensation or hire.

* in furtherance of a business.

» while carrying more than one passenger.

* at night.

¢ in Class A airspace.

* outside the U.S., unless you have prior authorization from
the country in which you seek to operate. (Your sport pilot
certificate carries the limit “Holder does not meet ICAO
requirements.”)

* to demonstrate the aircraft in flight to a prospective buyer if
you are an aircraft salesperson.

* in a passenger-carrying airlift sponsored by a charitable
organization.

« at an altitude of more than 10,000 feet MSL.

» when the flight or surface visibility is less than 3 statute
miles.

 without visual reference to the surface.

* contrary to any operating limitation placed on the
airworthiness certificate of the aircraft being flown.

* contrary to any limit or endorsement on your pilot certificate,
airman medical certificate, or any other limit or endorsement
from an authorized instructor.

* contrary to any restriction or limitation on your U.S. driver’s
license or any restriction or limitation imposed by judicial

(continued)
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Chapter 3 Ground Instruction Requirement

or administrative order when using your driver’s license to
satisfy a requirement of this part.

» while towing any object.
* as a pilot flight crewmember on any aircraft for which more

than one pilot is required by the type certificate of the aircraft
or the regulations under which the flight is conducted.

[14 CFR 61.315]

B. Medical Qualifications and
Considerations

1. A pilot has received an FAA medical certificate from an
airman medical examiner. How long is the medical valid
before they will need a new medical?

A pilot receiving a First, Second, or Third Class Medical
Certificate will have a valid medical certificate until the end of
the expiration month, which depends on which class of medical
certificate they received and their age.

The longest lasting is a Third Class Medical Certificate for pilots
who are under the age of 40, which expires at the end of the 60th
month after the month of the date of the examination shown on the
medical certificate. For a pilot who is 40 or older, the same Third
Class Medical Certificate expires at the end of the 24th month after
the month of the date of the examination shown on the medical
certificate.

A pilot who receives a First or Second Class Medical Certificate
experiences shorter lengths of time that those medical certificates
may be used for privileges that require First or Second Class
Medical Certificate, but after those periods of time expire they may
be used for lower level Third Class Medical Certificate privileges
in accordance with normal validity durations of a Third Class
Medical Certificate.

A First Class Medical Certificate is eligible to be used for those
privileges for a pilot under the age of 40 until the 12th month after
the month of the date of the examination shown on the medical
certificate and until the 6th month after the month of the date of
the examination shown on the medical certificate for a pilot 40 and
older.
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Chapter 3 Ground Instruction Requirement

A Second Class Medical Certificate is eligible to be used for those
privileges for a pilot under or over the age of 40 until the 12th
month after the month of the date of the examination shown on the
medical certificate.

[14 CFR 61.23]

2. What is BasicMed?

The FAA allows pilots to operate as PIC of certain covered aircraft
without having to undergo the medical certification process under
14 CFR Part 67. The pilot and aircraft must meet certain prescribed
conditions to operate under BasicMed, as defined in Part 68.

[14 CFR Part 68, AC 68-1]

3. What are the requirements to fly under BasicMed
regulations?

A pilot must:
a. Hold a U.S. driver’s license.

b. Hold or have held a medical certificate issued by the FAA at
any point after July 15, 2006.

c. Answer the health questions on the Comprehensive Medical
Examination Checklist (CMEC).

d. Undergo a physical examination by any state-licensed
physician, and have that physician complete the CMEC. Keep
the signed CMEC document.

e. Take an online medical education course and complete the
attestations/consent to the National Driver Register (NDR)
check. Keep the course completion documentation.

[14 CFR 61.23, AC 68-1]
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Other Oral Exam Guides
available from ASA:

* Private Pilot

* Instrument Pilot

¢ Commercial Pilot

* Multi-Engine Pilot

* Flight Instructor
 Airline Transport Pilot
¢ Helicopter Pilot

¢ Aircraft Dispatcher

» Aviation Mechanic

Guide to the Flight Review is an excellent study tool for pilots and instructors
alike. Use it when you're gearing up for a Flight Review or as a general refresher.
This guide lists questions with succinct answers, supported with FAA references.
It is also useful for ensuring compliance with the FAA steps and requirements
while conducting a flight review.

This ninth edition reflects the latest FAA procedures and regulations. The book
covers pilot privileges and limitations, aircraft maintenance, drone operations,
weather, aerodynamics, aircraft performance, navigation, communications,
regulations, airspace, airport operations, risk management, system operations
and malfunctions, human factors, and more. Readers will also find a sample
written exercise, a table summarizing maneuvers and Airman Certification
Standard (ACS) tolerances, as well as appendices with checklists, personal
minimums, and an over-the-counter medications reference.
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