
How to Get the Best Picture on Your TVs in a Sports Bar or
Similar Venue

Televisions in sports bars must deliver clear, vibrant, and motion-optimized visuals
to accommodate bright lighting, wide viewing angles, and fast-paced action. Proper
calibration ensures an engaging viewing experience for all patrons. Below is a guide
to help you configure your TVs for optimal performance in a sports bar setting.

1. Picture Mode

 Recommended Setting: Sports or Dynamic/Vivid

 Purpose: Enhances brightness, contrast, and color vibrancy to improve
visibility in well-lit environments and highlight fast motion.

2. Brightness

 Recommended Setting: 80–100% (Very High)

 Purpose: Ensures clear visibility under bright ambient lighting.

 Tip: Disable automatic brightness adjustments and set brightness
manually for consistent output.

3. Contrast

 Recommended Setting: 85–95%

 Purpose: Maximizes differentiation between light and dark areas,
enhancing clarity during high-speed sports action.

4. Sharpness

 Recommended Setting: 30–50%

 Purpose: Provides image clarity without introducing unnatural outlines or
edge artifacts.

 Tip: Avoid setting sharpness to maximum.

5. Color (Saturation)

 Recommended Setting: 50–70%

 Purpose: Enhances team jerseys, field/court visuals, and crowd scenes.

 Tip: Use test footage to verify accurate skin tones and field colors.

6. Tint/Hue



 Recommended Setting: Default (0)

 Purpose: Maintains natural color balance.

 Tip: Adjust only if skin tones or grass appear off.

7. Color Temperature

 Recommended Setting: Cool or Standard

 Purpose: “Cool” settings enhance whites and blues, ideal for sports
broadcasts.

8. Motion Settings (If Available)

 Recommended Setting: Enable Motion Smoothing, TruMotion, or Auto
Motion Plus

 Purpose: Reduces motion blur during fast-paced gameplay.

 Tip: If the image looks overly smooth (“soap-opera effect”), reduce the
setting slightly for a more natural look.

9. Backlight / OLED Light

 LCD/LED TVs: Set Backlight to 100% in brightly lit environments.

 OLED TVs: Increase OLED Light as needed, but manage overall
brightness separately to avoid image retention.



Environmental Optimization Tips

 Minimize Glare: Slightly tilt TVs downward and avoid positioning them
opposite large windows.

 Use Matte Screens: Choose matte-finish displays to reduce reflections.

 Strategic Placement: Mount TVs above eye level to prevent crowd
obstruction.

 Control Sunlight: Use tinted glass or curtains to manage natural light
during daytime hours.

Properly configured TVs elevate the viewing experience, encourage patrons to stay
longer, and contribute to the overall atmosphere of your sports bar. Revisit these
settings periodically to ensure optimal performance as lighting and content types
vary.


